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SCARLATINA, OR CANKER RASH. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Srr,—Observing in your Journal of the 26th of April, 1837, page 194, 
a call upon the faculty, generally, in relation to the treatment of scarla- 
tina, which has for some time prevailed, and still exists in this region, 
attended with much mortality, I feel it an incumbent duty to respond to 
the request, with the bumble hope that whatever brief suggestions may 
be made will not be attended with injury, if they are not productive of 
any good. 

You observe, “ from various sources it appears that the mortality by 
scarlet fever, in the interior, has been and continues to be.remarkably 
severe. How is it, that with all the experience physicians have had in 
this disease, the treatment is not more successful ?—Great good would 
result to the profession from a frank and honest declaration, &c. The 
malady must be better managed in the United States.” 

_ Esteeming this disease, as I do, greatly under the control of remedies, 
it has been with no small degree of solicitude that 1 have been an ob- 
server of the general treatment that has been used for several years 
past by many of the profession, and that after I had bestowed much 
attention to this subject, long since, in my Treatise on Epidemic Dis- 
eases, etc. The mistreatment seems to arise from wrong views of the 
pathological character of the disease; for, there is no axiom better 
proved than this, that every honest man will act according to his creed, 
whether it be correct or not. Having tested the principles and treat- 
ment of this disease ever since the publication of the above treatise, I 
am, if possible, more confirmed in what is there advanced, than at the — 
time it was written. : 

The disease is essentially of the synochoid, or phlogistic character 
and whenever it appears with phenomena showing an approximation to 
the typhoid, or, as is commonly supposed, putrid diathesis, still the gen- 
eral treatment ought to be similar, yet of a modified kind ; for internal 
stimulations do not fail to render every case worse. The susceptibility 
of the vital solids is such in this affection that I know of no disease 
more benefited by right, nor so readily made worse by wrong treatment. 
All the articles of the materia medica called stimulants: or tonics, : 
those classed as narcotics, should be avoided in every stage of the dis- — 
ease. A little correct treatment at the onset will obviate the necessity 
of using much medicine of any kind. ‘The event of the case will often — 
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pend on the first day’s treatment ; an error committed hege can scarce- 

* be retrieved through the whole course of the disease, and whilst 
much may be imputed to its intractable character, oftentimes more ought 
to be imputed to the wrong bias given in its incipient stage. 

To omit a necessary remedy may be as injurious as to apply a wrong 
one. Early bleedings are of incalculable benefit in every variety of 
scarlatina that requires much attention. A careful examination will 
elicit the evidence necessary to determine on this operation ; but, if 
there should exist a doubt, it may be safer to take blood than to omit it, 
for the mild case will not be made worse by it, whereas the more severe 
one may be lost for the want of it. There need be no regard had to 
the eruption, for every severe case will be benefited by it whether there 
be any eruption or not: Much tumefaction of the tonsils and fauces, 
with difficult swallowing, always demands full bleedings. 

I am not singular in placing much reliance on this remedy. There 
are some pertinent remarks on the subject in the 33d No. of the Ameri- 
can Journal of the Medical Sciences, page 227, by Mr. A. Dewar, first 
published in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, to which the 
reader’s attention is respectfully invited. In a short period, out of 183 
patients treated by early and free bleedings, he lost only two, whilst the 
disease under other treatment was very fatal. The bleedings should be 
copious, in a manner to prostrate the severity of the morbid state. “In 
every case in which the remedy was properly used, | have invariably 

' found the symptoms greatly mitigated, and in many the disease wholly 
and suddenly subdued.” | 

Also, in No. 26 of the same Journal, page 375, is a communication . 
by Dr. F. M. Robertson, of Georgia, who depends much on early and 
adequate bleedings. ‘“ We used the lancet freely in a majority of cases 
that came under our care, and were never disappointed in our expecta- 
tions.” Again, “the first twelve or twenty-four hours is everything.” 
Many other authorities might be brought. It may only be further in- 
sisted, that the bleedings should not only be early, but fully practised to 
the point of relief from pain and internal inflammation. I have often- 
times taken three full bleedings from the same patient. In cases of 
much pain in the fauces the renular veins should be freely cut. 

Emetics are of next importance. These should be early given and 
repeated, as they relieve both the general state of fever and the local 
inflammation in the throat. If long delayed, the swelling in the throat 
is liable to become so severe that an emetic of even a strong solution of 
tartarized antimony cannot be swallowed. They cleanse the fauces 
very effectually. See cases in my treatise on epidemics, &c. 

After the above processes, saline cathartic juleps should be used pret- 
ty freely, but no drastic, nor calomel, as this is the most improper of 
any cathartic. The catholicon of some, the Dover’s powder, should 
never be used in any quantity nor for any pretence. Indeed not much 
medicine of any kina. 

Cold sponging is only useful where the eruption is very vivid | 
ser} heat; but this will but rarely occur if the bleedings are judiciously 
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The wari bath may be especially useful in cases without any erup- 
tion, and attended with soreness and coldness of the extremities, 1 
have used it three times in twenty-four hours with success. 

No severe gargles should be applied in the fauces ; vinegar, water and 
honey may be often used ; or the sulphuric acid, well diluted and sweet- 
ened with loaf sugar. Nothing need be applied to the throat externally, 
except in cases not attended with an eruption, a bat of cotton wool, after 
bathing with olive oil. Avoid blisters on all occasions, and, let me re- 
peat, all stimulating medicines and drinks internally. ' 

With regard to temperature, those having a vivid eruption should en- 
y a moderate degree of cool air, whilst those who have none should be 
ept moderately warm. 

n every stage observe the antiphlogistic regimen. 

The above treatment will insure against the occurrence of the hy- 
dropic swellings, which are liable to appear in cases half cured, in three 
or four weeks after the access of the disease. When these do appear, 
the only effectual remedies are bleedings, notwithstanding the selsiaien 
and frequency of the pulse, followed by brisk purgatives. I have found 
the coagulum of the blood deeply cupped and covered with a dense 
pellicle in these cases, when the pulse was so small as to be scarcely 
perceptible. 

With these brief notices, this absorbing subject must be abandoned 
without argument or pathological illustration. | Yours respectfully, 

Northampton, Mass., May 16th, 1837. J. A. Gator. 
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FISKE FUND PRIZE DISSERTATIONS OF THE RHODE ISLAND MEDI- 
CAL SOCIETY.—NO. II. 


BY DAVID KING, JR., M.D. NEWPORT. 


“ What are the causes and nature of Purpura Hzmorruaaica, and 
the best mode of treatment to be employed therein?” 


(Concluded from page 251.) 


In cases of cerebral determination, where the occurrence of hemor- | 
rhage would prove invariably fatal, blood-letting “is peculiarly indicated, 
especially in the early stages of the disease. To this remedy might be 
conjoined the cold dash upon the head, and the use of the terebinthi- 
nate enema, which in other cases has proved a powerful derivative from 
the brain as well as sustainer of vital energy. re 

With regard to the use of blood-letting in purpura hemorrhagica, it 
will be found most beneficial in the early stages of the disease,* and 
wherever it approaches to the nature of active hemorrhage. But in all 
cases of its use, the precaution of Dr. Stoker should be observed. 
“ The finger of the prescriber, during the operation, should be kept con- 
stantly on the radial artery, that its effects on the powers of the circula- 
tion may be thus immediately ascertained, and that its safety or danger 
may be thus decided upon. If the pulse remain firm, the quantity of 


* Macintosh’s Practice. 
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blood may be allowed to flow on to ten, twelve, or fourteen ounces, ac- 
cording to the urgency of the symptoms, but should be stopped as soon 
as the vigor of the, circulation begins to fail.” 
2d indication, to allay the hemorrhagic irritability. This disposition 
coexists with various states of vital energy. Hence the most opposite 
remedies may allay this morbid irritation. In the more sthenic forms of 
the disease, blood-letting, by its sedative effect upon the nervous sys- 
tem, has a tendency to subdue it. In the more asthenic forms of the 
disease, the tonic treatment has the same effect. Among the remedies 
which seem peculiarly calculated to fulfil this indication, we may men- 
tion the nitrate of potash, the acetate of lead, and the oil of turpentine. 
The nitrate of potash was the favorite remedy of the celebrated 
Riverius, in purpura arising during the convalescence from fevers. The 
action of acetate of lead, when combined with opium, in restraining 
hemorrhage, is to be explained, not merely by its astringent effect, but 
by its sedative influence upon the ganglial nerves, distributed to the ca- 
pillary system. Thus by a vital action, it removes the hemorrhagic irri- 
tability, which is the cause of spontaneous hemorrhage. The oil of 
turpentine exercises a powerful control over irritability, whether occur- 
ring in states of the system where the vital energy is raised, or depressed. 
Hence its efficacy in spasmodic diseases and in purpura hemorrhagica.* 
The warm bath, or the affusion of cold or tepid water over the 
whole body or the seats of congestion, and compresses moistened with 
cold vinegar, or the solution of chloride of lime, or weak alcohol, ap- 
plied to the spots and ecchymoses, will in various cases be found useful. 
Pains in different parts of the body will be allayed by opiate fomenta- 
tations, emollient lotions, cataplasms or bladders of warm milk.t 
3d indication, to restore the secretions, particularly of the liver. All 
writers unite in recommending the use of purgatives in this disease. 
Dr. Bateman relies much on mercurial purgatives, as will be seen by the 
following extract. ‘ When purpura hemorrhagica occurs in adults, es- 
pecially in those already enjoying the benefit of exercise in the air of 
the country, and who have suffered no privation in respect to diet, or 
when it appears in persons previously stout, or even plethoric; when it 
is accompanied with a white and loaded tongue, a quick and somewhat 
sharp, though small pulse, occasional chills and heats, and ether symp- 
toms of feverishness, however moderate ; and if at the same time there 
are fixed internal pains, a dry cough, and an irregular state of the bow- 
els—free and repeated evacuations of the bowels, by medicines con- 
- taining some portion of the sub-muriate of mercury, will be found most 
beneficial.” 
Dr. Harty,t of Dublin, having witnessed the death of a patient who 
was treated with nutritious diet and tonic medicines, adopted the pares 
tive plan in upwards of a dozen cases with uniform success. A few 
active doses of jalap and calomel administered daily were sufficient to 


_* Dr. Eberle has treated one case successfully with the nitrate w is 
to be explained in the same manner y of silver, aremedy whose agency 
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cause a cessation of the hemorrhages and the disappearance of the pur- 
ple spots on the skin. 

In cases where the secretions and excretions are deficient, and where,, 
at the same time, the vital energies are depressed, instead of mercurial 
purgatives, it will be proper to use a combination of tonics and aperients, 
such as preparations of rhubarb with gentian, cardiacs and aromatics. 
Perhaps in such cases the occasional use of the terebinthinates will have 
the effect to restore the secretions. 

Ath indication, to raise the vital energies, and impart force to tlie ca- 
pillary system. The cases of purpura hemorrhagica which require this 
mode of treatment, are of the class related by Dr. Willan, whose expe- 
rience seems to have been confined to patients in whom the disease had 
been caused by agents which depress the powers of life. This form of 
the disease generally occurs in feeble and emaciated children, and in 
females who have been confined to crowded and filthy apartments, de- 
prived of nutritious food and of exercise in the open air, who have 
been overtasked by labor, and subjected to the influence of the depress- 
ing passions. 

The remedies calculated to fulfil the above indication, include gen- 
erous diet, wine, acids, and the preparations of cinchona and iron. 
Rayer and Biett, of Paris, and Dr. Brachet, of Lyons, recommend the 
use of the ext. of rhatany* mixed with ice, in connection with acidulat- 
ed drinks and mild laxatives. ee 

Dr. Graves, in the Dublin Journal, No. 9, 1833, says this form of the 
disease occurs frequently among the children of tradesmen and petty 
shopkeepers in Dublin, and is produced by the habitual use of a salt 
diet. His plan of treatment, which seems to have been very success- 
ful, consists in a change of diet—‘‘a nutritious dinner of fresh meat, 
and vegetables, with milk instead of tea for breakfast.” In addition to ° 
the nutritious diet, he administers citric acid, 3ss. or more, daily, pro- 
perly diluted and sweetened. 


The general views on the treatment of purpura hemorrhagica, which 
have now been given, include the best measures of cure that have been 
devised by the most eminent physicians. The therapeutical indications 
arising in each particular case, and the remedial measures calculated to 
fulfil such indications, will be suggested to the practitioner by the age 
and temperament of the patient, the previous duration of the disease, 
the state of the nervous and circulating systems, the condition of the 
secretions and excretions, and the degree of vital energy. In most 
cases, perhaps the plant.recommended by Dr. James Johnson will be 
proper—* moderate purgation with the use of the mineral acids; the in- 
fusion of roses, with sulphate of magnesia, and the dilute sulphuric acid ; 
an occasional dose of calomel, unirritating diet, and the use of tonics 
and even stimulants, when the motions become natural and the digestion 


~The hygienic measures consist in tonics, generous diet, living in a 
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high and dry situation, exercise in the open air,‘and amusements which 
contribute to tranquillity and serenity of mind. Dr. Willan insists 


strongly 09 exercise in the open air. Cazenave recommends a free 


circulation of air, and a regulated diet, composed of animal jellies, a 
small quantity of roasted white meats, and generous wine, always taken 
well iced. 
Bibliog. and a. Prax. Med. lib. xvii. cap. 1, de Febre pestilenti. 


Cent. ii, Observ. 18, and Cent. i. Ob. 21. Hoffmann. Suppl. par. ii. pp. 493, de 
Purpura Scorbutica. Philosophical Trans. vol. liii. Werlhoff de Variol. et An- 


thrac. cap. iii. sec. 15, and in Commerc. literar. Norimberg. Graaf. Dissert. Inaug. 
de Petechiis sine Febre, Gottinge, 1775. Duncan’s Med. Commentaries, for 
1774, and Med. Cases, 1778. I. H. Shlichthorst. Dissert. de Petech. Gottinge, 
1783. Adair Dissert. Inaug. de Hemorrhea Petechiali. Edinburgh, 1789. Medi- 
cal Facts, vol. ii. Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, vol. iii. pp. 393, 
and vol. iv. Annals of Medicine, vol. ii. pp. 231. Willan on the Skin. Bateman’s 
Synopsis of Cutaneous Diseases. Rayer, Cazenave, and Plumbe, on the Skin, 
Parry’s Pathology. Stoker’s Pathological Observations. 


We subjoin the following cases, illustrating the different modes of 
treatment that may be adapted to the various forms of purpura hemor- 
rhagica. 

Ist Case. By C. H. Parry. Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Jour- | 
nal, Number xvii. Article 2.—‘‘ Ten or twelve years ago I was sent 
for to attend a lady about 30 years of age, of a fair complexion, and 
rather full habit, who for some days had labored under slight febrile 

mptoms, with a full pulse, though but little thirst or fur on her tongue. 
Nothing else was worthy of attention, but the state of her skin, which 
was thickly sprinkled with spots, small, and of irregular forms, not raised 
above the surface, of a dark logwood color, and in no degree evanescent 


on pressure. An apothecary in this city, Mr. Foster, had, previously 


to my visit, taken from her arm at least 14 ounces of blood, which | 
saw in a bason, and the surface of which consisted of a crust of coagu- 
lated lymph, as thick and tenacious as | ever witnessed in the most 
acute case of rheumatism, pleurisy or hepatitis. ‘The cruor was also 
very firm and cohesive, and difficult of diffusion, when shaken in the . 
serum ; notwithstanding which, the proportion of the whole crassamen- 
tum to that of the serum was uncommonly great. The patient ex- 
pressed so much relief from bleeding, that I thought myself justified in 
ordering it shortly afterwards to be repeated. Relief was by this meas- 
ure again obtained; and, under the use of some common refrigerants, 
the lady quickly recovered, without bark, or any other of those remedies 
usually dignified with the name of tonics.” 

2d Case. From the posthumous writings of Caleb Hillier Parry, 
M.D. F.R.S. Vol. Ist, pp. 220.—J. B. aged 24, had for three or 
four years been subject to pain of the lower extremities, and. chiefly of 
the ankles, which was occasionally relieved by tapical oedematous swell- 
ings. About the beginning of March, 1814, he was seized with a 
great increase of the pain, which affected the left foot across the instep, 
accompanied with swelling and redness, great aggravation on moving the 
part, but little soreness to the touch. Neither the pain nor swelling 
affected any other part. The same night there came out spots of a 
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petechial kind, of a dark red, and sometimes purple color, roundish, and 
of different sizes. They first affected both thighs, then extended them- 
selves to the legs and feet. The thighs and legs were not considerably 
sore, but were stiff, and, as it were, benumbed, when he attempted to 
walk. His appetite for animal food was diminished ; his pulse was 
somewhat quickened, he was thirsty, and his rest was disturbed. His 
urine was also high colored, with a deal of sediment. In this state he 
obtained some temporary benefit from purging. But the complaint re- 
turning with increased violence, he was blooded on the 25th of March, 
to the amount of ten or twelve ounces. The blood had all the appear- 
ances which occur in that of pleuritic patients ; and at the end of three 
days the chief part of the disorder was removed. About this time he 
became very hoarse, with a cough, and soreness of the throat. On the 
Sth of April, his pulse was natural, his skin cool, his tongue clean, his 
appetite good. He was also free from all pain and swelling of the foot 
and leg. He still, however, continued extremely hoarse, and a broad 
damask-colored spot, of an irregular shape, occasionally appeared on the 
leg. .I ordered another bleeding on the 7th to the amount of twelve 
ounces. The blood was precisely in the same state as the former. On 
the 15th no return of pain, swelling, or petechial spots had taken place. 
The hoarseness was almost gone ; his pulse was slow and soft, and he 
was in other respects perfectly free from disease.”’ | 
In the above cases, the usual procession of phenomena in purpura 
was interrupted by venesection, and the hemorrhagic disposition sub- 
dued before it could fully manifest itself. 
3d Case. By Ebenezer Gairdner, M.D. Fellow of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians, Edinburgh ; Transactions of the- Medico-Chirurgical 
Society of Edinburgh, Vol. I, pp. 671.—‘ James Stoddart, et. 6, liv- 
ing in a confined part of the town, of a weak and strumous constitution, 
though lively, had been much confined to school, and had a swelling of 
the glands of the neck, with inflamed eyes. On the 24th and two fol- 
lowing days of April, 1823, he appeared very dull, inclined to sit over 
the fire, with thirst and face flushed. On the 27th, spots, like flea-bites, 
some small and red, others larger, and purple, appeared over a great 
part of his skin, and soon increased considerably. On the 28th, blood 
oozed from the mouth, with occasional bloody sputa. In the morni 
the urine was red and turbid, and in the forenoon he walked a mile a 
a half with his father for medical aid. On the first of May, Dr. 
Gairdner first saw the patient, and, from the symptoms, recognized im- 
mediately the purpura hemorrhagica of Willan. The petechia, with 
vibices and ecchymoses, were numerous over the whole body, but 
crowded on the upper part of the back, breast, and anterior part of both 
thighs; some of the latter, about the size of a sixpence, of irregular 
shapes, were of a claret color; some felt rough, though not at all elevated. 
By careful examination through a powerful glass, the texture of the 
skin appeared quite entire. The conjunctiva of the right eye was ec- 
chymosed, without oedema or lippitudo ; there was neither diminution 
of sight, nor pain ; tongue rather dry, and strewed with several petechiz ; 
thirst ; gums redder than usual, tender, and blood oozed from them ; his 
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breath foetid ; haematemesis occasionally present ; the schneiderian meme- 
brane was streaked with blood, and at times it bled. Both hypochon- 
dria, particularly the left, were full, and painful on pressure; abdomen ~ 
rather tumid, with obscure pain ; bowels costive ; the urine, of a deep 
red, and turbid, was free, and often passed in sleep ; skin nearly as usual ; 
he seemed little oppressed, but attentive to questions. A saline cathar- 
tic and 15 drops of the diluted sulphuric acid to be taken thrice a day : the 
. warm bath, of about 80° of Fahrenheit, evening and morning. May 

Qd;.Some sleep was obtained, though he had a bad night; breathing 
oppressed, and quiet ; hemorrhagic symptoms increased ; pulse 110 and 
wiry. He was bled, and when he had lost about 3x. he vomited ; no 
blood in the egesta, but he had spit clots in the night; pulse 124; skin 
hot ; besides the bath, and sulphuric acid, powders containing calomel 
and jalap, three grains each, were ordered every three hours. On the 
3d, the wound had not yet closed ; blood had oozed from it since the 
operation; some vivices enlarged. All the symptoms were mitigated. 
On the 4th, pulse 124; pain under the os frontis; ecchymosis of the 
eye greater; hypochondria more painful, with tension. Bleeding was 
again determined on, but, on removing the bandage, blood drained out, 
and the patient becoming faint with terror at the lancet, two or three 
ounces only were obtained. He sank into a sound slumber soon after- 
wards; pulse 124. Sth. Urine pale and limpid; pulse 102; evacua- 
tions from the bowels black and offensive. .'The pain in the abdomen and 
hy pochondria increased considerably, and castor oil was administered in 
smnall doses, with fomentations. Nature appearing inadequate to the re- 
moval of the disease, port wine and water, a pound of each, with an 
ounce of cinchona infused into it, was frequently given. 6th. The pain 
in the bowels began to decrease, black feces were still discharged, ‘no 
oozing or spitting of blood, tongue natural, and the petechiz appeared a 
little faded ; pulse 98. He continued to improve daily, till the 10th, 
when he was convalescent ; the marks on the skin very pale, but the 
breath was foetid. On the 14th he was quite well. 

** The blood could not be analyzed, as it was thrown away, but what 
was first drawn seemed in four hours to coagulate imperfectly into one 
mass. Qn the following day, it resembled a tremulous jelly, the top of 
a greenish buff color, interspersed with brownish spots. What was 
drawn afterwards, was more like turbid lymph, or a fluid in which some 
reddish coloring matter was in suspension. The cloths were stained as 
with dirty water, with spots of a reddish brown hue. It is remarkable 
that the serum, by rest, undergoes a spontaneous, though slow coagula- 
Johnson’s Medico-Chirurgical Review, No. 9, January 

4th Case. By Dr. J.S. Combe. Vol. 17, pp. 83, Edinburgh Medical 
and Surgical Journal, 1820, Sept. 10.—Edward Canny, ext. 10. Skin 
‘universally covered with petechie of a dark brown, almost black color, 
‘varying in size from that of a pin-head to one third of an inch in diame- 
ter, of form nearly circular, but on the lower extremities less distinctly 
circumscribed, and pale. The tongue, gums, and fauces, as far as can 
be seen, are studded with spots, but not so thickly as on the outer sur- 
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face. ‘There is a constant and pretty copious discharge of thin pa 
blood from the mouth and nostrils. The petechiz on the tongue bleed 
freely when touched. Pulse 116, small and rather sharp; skin hot; 
tongue white ; breathing hurried; but he is able to draw a full respira- 
tion. Appetite not affected; very thirsty ; has severe pains in head 
and legs; very weak. Spots were first observed two days ago in the 
morning, and on the evening of the same day blood began to issue from 


his mouth ; he passed a stool, in which bloody dots were perceived 


ordered a brisk purgative, and 10 drops of acid. sulph. dil. aromat. thrice 
a day. 20th. Petechie present various shades of color; blood ooz- 
ing freely ; pulse 120, small ; had one stool, very fcetid ; skin hot ;’ap- 
petite good ; urine scanty, very thick. Rep. pulv. purg. et cont. acid. 
sulp. dil. 22d. A number of the spots have run into large vibices; 
discharge of blood equally copious, and much attenuated ; pulse 120, fuller. 
Vomited a little blood twice ; complains of sickness on raising his head ; 
severe pain in the head ; bowels freely open ; stools dark colored, feetid ; 


urine said to be high colored, and sparing in quantity. Habt. iterum — 


pulv. purg. et sumat pulv. cinch. gra. x. cum acid. sulp. dil. gtt. viij. 
quarta quaque hora. ‘Let him have an ounce of port wine every five 
hours. 23d. Slept ill; pain in the forehead; nausea and occasional 
retching, and great debility; pulse 110, small; petechiz# and hemor- 
rhage as before ; bowels freely opened ; urine scanty, turbid, and depos- 
iting a copious sediment; body emits a most offensive foetor. Cont. 
omnia. 24th. He is in an alarming state; oppressed with nausea ; 
vomits on the exertion. Has not taken his medicines ; blood flowing 
more copiously from mouth ; petechiz have gone into large clusters on 
forehead, arms, and legs. Pulse 120, hard ; violent pain in the head ; 
skin hot in the trunk, but cold on the extremities. Eight ounces of 
blood abstracted from external jugular vein. He became faint, and 
vomited, and the pulse sofier and fuller. ‘The blood flowed in a small 
stream; and was of a very pale color, more like the washings of flesh 
than common blood ; coagulated slowly without any separation of serum, 
and showed no buffy coat. Ordered a purgative—discontinue the other 
medicines. On visiting him eight hours after, he was rather better ; sick- 
ness much abated, and no vomiting. ‘Pulse 110, soft; headache easier ; 
bowels opened three times ; stools more natural in appearance. There 
has been a copious flow of pale, limpid urine ; the wound in the vein 
had not closed, from which he lost about Ziss. more of blood. 25th, 8 
A. M. Dr. Combe was called in great haste to stop the bleeding from 
the jugular. “The patient’s clothes and bed clothes were quite soaked 
with blood ; it was paler and even more attenuated. Caustic applied 
to the wound. In other respects decidedly better; voice stronger ; 
countenance more animated ; headache relieved; no nausea or vomiting ; 
urine very turbid. Ordered to be kept quiet, and to have any diet he 
chose, but no spirits. In the evening no blood had been discharged for 
the last two hours, either from wound or mouth, Habt. tinct. opii gt. 
’ xx. h.s. et pulv. jalap gr. xij. cras mane. 26th. Lost about $i. of 
blood from the wound during the night. Slept well; headache very 
slight ; pulse 120, soft. No discharge of blood from nose or mouth ; 
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petechie fainter, and more diffused ; bowels freely opened, stools natural ; 
urine clear, and of a pale yellow color. 27th. Convalescent. From 
this time doing well, spots having altogether disappeared ; was discharg- 
ed 7th October.” 

5th Case. By John Macintosh, M.D. Edinburgh. Practice, pp. 570. 
—<‘ I was called to a child between two and three years of age, who 
lived in the same town with two or three other children affected with 
enuine smallpox. I found it feverish and lethargic, with constant vom- 
iting ; it had several petechial spots, and although it had gone through 
the process of vaccination, when a few months old, I was apprehensive 
of smallpox. Laxative medicines were ordered. Next day the child 
was found in the same state. The petechial spots had increased in 
number and size, and had spread over the trunk and extremities; the 
skin was hot, and the pulse quick and strong ; nothing could be retained 
on the stomach; several attempts were made to give laxatives, but even 
small quantities of calomel were immediately vomited. Four leeches 
were applied to the instep. On the 3d day the child was convalescent ; 
the leeches bled profusely ; and although a tight bandage had been em- 
ployed as directed, still the greatest difficulty was experienced in re- 
straining the hemorrhage. No petechial spots were now to be seen, but 
the foot was ecchymosed from the pressure of the bandage, on the re- 
moval of which, blood again began to ooze from the leech-bites, which 
made it necessary to reapply it. There had been no stool for three 
days, but as the irritability of the stomach had now subsided, laxative 
medicines were given, the bowels were moved before night, and so little 
- debility was produced, that the child was walking about the room on the 
third day.” 

For other cases in which the antiphlogistic treatment was pursued 
with success, the reader is referred to Dr. Johnson’s case, Med.-Chirurg. 
Review, June, 1822, pp. 14.—Dr. Latham’s case, ibid. July, 1828, 

. 213.—Dr. Belcher’s case, Med. and Physical Journal, London, 

arch, 1825.—Mr. Kingsley’s case, London Lancet, No. 199. 

6th Case. By Joseph Joy Magee, M.D. senior physician to the Dublin 
Sick Poor Institution.—“ Mary Walsh, No. 63 Bridgefoot street, an in- 
telligent child of 6 years of age, had felt heavy and languid for the last . 
six weeks, without, however, complaining of particular indisposition. 
‘Two days ago an eruption of a dark purple color began to appear on 
her arms, legs and body. ‘This day (8th of December, 1824), the 
whole of the skin except the face, on which are only a few spots near 
the hairy scalp, is covered with these spots. The largest are about the 
size of a flea-bite, from which they gradually diminish to a point. Some, 
which appear to be more recent, are of a florid appearance, exactly re- 
sembling the mark left by the bite of a flea. The child says she feels 
no pain or sickness, only general languor. The skin between the spots, 
‘is of a dirty color. The appetite remains unimpaired ; bowels free ; 
tongue clean; pulse regular. R. sub. mur. hydrargyri. gr. xij. ; pulv. 
antimonialis gr. xvi. M. divide in partes sex. sumat j. tertiis horis. 9th. 
Took all the powders; complains of sickness; some vomiting, not 


bilious ; no appetite ; tongue begins to be a little black ; had no dejec- 
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tion ; spots as before. R. sub. mur. hyd. gr. xij. ; pulv.scammonii 3ss.; 
zingiberis. gr. iv. M. et divide in partes jij. sumat j. tertiis horis ad alvi. 
solutionem. 10th. Took all the powders yesterday, had three dejections 
like tar ; some vomiting, very black and bilious ; tongue, except at the. 
point, quite black ; gums spongy ; breath very fetid; bled a little this 
morning from the gums. R. ol. ricini, spt. terebinth. 44 3ij.; aque 
menth. pip. 3ss. M. ft. haustus statim sumend. 11th. Had one de- 
jection of natural appearance; the spots more numerous; large black 
spots, some as large as a half crown piece, have appeared on the legs; 
considerable hemorrhage from the gums ; appears much emaciated ; no 
appetite ; mouth and fauces very sore; breath very fetid. R. olei ri- 
cini, spt. terebinth. 44 3iij.; aque menth. pip. 3ss. M. ft. haustus stat. 
sum. 12th. One natural dejection; spots as before; more vibices ; 
great hemorrhage ; tongue very black; mouth continues growing sorer ; 
great discharge of saliva. R. ol. ricini, spt. terebinth. 4¢3ss.; aque 
menth. pip. 3ss. M. ft. haust. stat. sum. 13th. One dejection, very 
_ black ; much hemorrhage from the mouth ; a large sloughing ulcer on 
one side of the fauces; gums very sore, and disposed to bleed; the 
general appearance somewhat improved. Repetatur haustus ut heri. 
14th. Two copious melznic dejections ; spots begin to decline (9th 
day), some hemorrhage ; mouth very sore ; breath fetid; tongue begin- 
ning to look clean about the edges ; otherwise very black ; the ulcer cov- 
ered with a slough. R. decoct. cinchon. ' viij. ; acid. sulph. dil. 3i. 
M. pro gargarismate. Repetatur haustus ut heri. 15th. Twocopious me- 
lenic dejections ; spots more effaced ; tongue cleaner ; little haemorrhage ; 
general appearance improved. Cont. gargarisma. et repet. haustus. 1 
draught was repeated on the 16th, 17th, and 18th, with good effects, at 
which time the petechiz and vibices had entirely disappeared. The 
only remaining symptoms are debility and soreness of the mouth, which 
is also rapidly getting better. 1 have since had several cases of purpura 
which did not assume the hemorrhagic form, solely, | am persuaded, 
from the use of the turpentine.”—Edinburgh Med. and Phys. Jour. 
for October, 1825. 
~~ For other cases treated with success by the oil of turpentine, the 
reader is referred to Dr. Nichol’s cases, in the London Medical Reposi- 
tory for July, 1821 ; in No. 6, ibid. and to Dr. Thompson’s.case in the 
London Medical Repository, No. 119. 
7th Casr. By John Huxham, M.D. F.R.S.—This case occurred in 
_ the person of an eminent surgeon in 1741. Febrile symptoms, with 
oppression at the chest, preceded for a week the appearance of pete- 
chive, which were ushered in by. frequent syncope. ‘ He had a vast 
languor with pain and extreme oppression on the preecordia, and a per- 
petual sighing ; his breath now stank abominably, and a foetid bloody 
matter leaked continually from his gums, and thousands of livid violet, 
and black spots, appeared all over his body, on the trunk, as well as the 
limbs.” He was bled twice to the extent of x. or xij. §. without relief 
of the oppression, sighing, fainting and anxiety. Hemorrhage occu 
from the lips, nose, the caruncle of one of his eyes, from the tongue, 
on which were several livid pustules. ‘‘A bloody dysentery came on, 
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with severe gripes and excessive fuintness.” ‘‘ His urine seemed tinged 
with blood, being almost black ;” ‘his pulse intermitted every sixth or 
eighth pulsation, and then fluttered on again vastly quick ;” the hemor- 
rhage still continued, especially from the tongue, lips, gums, and nose 5 
‘¢ so that he was reduced to an extreme degree of weakness, with never 
_ ceasing tremblings, subsultus tendinum, and almost continual faintings.” 
. I gave him frequently of bark in small doses with elixir vitrioli, pre- 
mising a small quantity of rhubarb. Besides this he drank tincture of 
roses with cinnamon water, made very acid, and also a decoction of 
sevil orange rind, red roses, cinnamon, and a_ little Japon earth (as it is 
called) well acidulated ; claret and red port, with about half water, he 
drank at pleasure. As the bark sat easy with him, I continued its use, 
and increased its quantity, giving with it some confect. fracast. sine 
melle, to restrain the dysenteric flux ; and yet | now and then interpos- 
ed a small dose of rhubarb, to carry off any bloody, bilious, or sanious 
matter, that might be lodged in, or leak into the intestines. In the 
meantime, I ordered hin to be frequently supported with rice, panado, 
sago, jellies of hartshorn well acidulated, toast out of claret, or red 
rt wine; and I directed fomentations of aromatics, and astringents, 
boiled in red wine, to be frequently applied to the whole abdomen.” 
During convalescence, the patient was affected with occasional hemor- 
rhage from the nose and gums, with much oedema of the feet and legs, — 
and with tenderness and excessive sensibility of the surface of the body, 
* the flesh scarce bearing the least touch.” In about two months, be recov- 
ered a good state of health by the use of bark, rhabarate purges, easy stom- 
achic chalybeates, elixir of vitriol, pyrmont water, with proper diuretics, 
and gentle regular exercise.—Hurham on Fevers, Chap. 5th, pp. 62. 
Sth Case. By T. Garnett, M.D. C.M.S. Physician at Harrgate.— 
* On the 31st day of March, 1792, I was desired to visit W. Reynard, 
of Knaresborough, aged 15 years, who had for near half a year been 
afflicted with difficulty of breathing; his countenance was exceedingly 
pale, and he was very much emaciated.” Had been affected with oc- 
casional hemorrhage from the nose, for about two months; his skin 
was covered with petechiz, from the size of the head of a small pin to 
that of a split pea ; varying in color from a dirty yellow, or light brown, 
to a purple, dark brown, and blue.” Similar spots on the tongue; gums 
much swelled, and bied on the slightest pressure. Hemorrhage from 
the nose, gums, and tongue in considerable quantity ; pulse 100, and 
very weak. Patient had a short tickling cough; much inclined to 
sleep. Had taken some Peruvian bark, which did not agree with him. 
Prescribed R. vin. ferri, tinct. gent. comp. 443 ij. Ft. m. cujus. capiab. 
cochlear. j. larga ter quotidie. R. zinci vitriol. 9ss.; ext. gent. 3ss.; sa 
alb. Dj. ; syr. simp. q. s. ft. pil. xx. Jj. mane nocteque sumenda. 
ourishing diet with a little wine ; to eat freely of oranges. Continued 
this plan till April 4th, Hemorrhage had continued occasionally ; for 
cough, tinctures had been directed. ‘ April 4th. Began to bleed at the 
nose and mouth this morning about two o’clock, while he was asleep ; 
had bled, before nine o’clock, about three pints; the blood was thin, 
but of a florid red color.” Ordered the medicines to be omitted. 
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Prescribed R. infus. rose tub. 3 viij.; elixir vit. acid. gtt. 50. Ft. 
m. Two tablespoonsful every two hours; much inclined to sleep; 
several of the petechia had disappeared, and those which remained 
were not so livid; pulse 104, but not very weak. April 5th. Has 
bled none since yesterday morning, except a few drops in the night, when 
he was asleep ; feels himself very weak ; petechie diminished in number, 
and not nearly so deep-colored ; pulse 94, extremely weak. R. decoct.. . 
cort. Peruv. 3 viij. ; tinct. ejusdem 3}. ; alum com. 91j. M. cujus capiab. 
cochl. ij. larga. ter quotidie. Continue pills of zinc vitriolat. April 6th. 
Has not bled, excepting a few drops in the night—thinks himself much 
better, but very weak ; pulse 88, very regular, and considerably stronger 
than yesterday ; petechie disappearing fast. April 26th. Quite well.— 
Memoirs of the Medical Socicty of London, vol. 4th, pp. 233. 

For other cases of the asthenic form, see Memoirs of the London 
Medical Society, vol. 3, p. 393, case by J. Aiken.—Edinburgh Medical 
Commentaries for the year 1774, case by J. Aikin.—Also Duncan’s 
Annals of Medicine, vol. 2d. : 
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POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS IN THE CITY. 


WE are very glad to learn, as we have done from official authority, that 
the report of post-mortem examinations having been made without the 
consent of relatives, by some of the younger members of the medical 
profession, has been satisfactorily proved to be without foundation. The 
letter of the Mayor, published in our No. of last week, was founded 
upon official statements, which having been erroneously made, should be | 
contradicted ; and it gives us much pleasure, therefore, to be able to 
say that no imputation rests upon any individual, of the slightest profes- 
sional impropriety. 

There are always officious meddlers in society, who seem to delight in 
sowing the seeds of dissension in the community, and they are never 
more gratified than when they have succeeded in exciting the prejudices 
of the ignorant against those whose moral or intellectual elevation is su- 
perior to their own. Physicians are prominent marks, and as their im- 
provements are too commonly stigmatized as innovations, which all com- 
mon-sense people are called upon to oppose, they have been sufferers 
in every age and country in which anatomical-investigations have been 
conducted. Nothing so quickly rouses the sleeping energies of those 
who cannot appreciate the value of legitimate science, as the idea of 
human dissections. Some of the most talented, energetic, and learned 
men the profession has known in this country, have been objects of se- 
vere persecution at times, barely because they manifested a. laudable am- 
bition to become thoroughly conversant with this essential department of 
medical knowledge. A remnant of that old spirit of vengeance—recalled, 
probably, by the late ordinance, which had for its object a-correct statis- 


~ 


274 : Medical Intelligence. 


tical return in the bills of mortality—led, we suspect, to a false represen- 
tation to the Mayor, who, acting upon those just principles which have 
distinguished his official as well as private life, caused the publication of 
the circular note copied into our Journal. But we are happy in assuring 
our professional brethren of the city, that the Mayor is perfectly con- 
vinced that no violence has been done, and that no one has even remotely 
been guilty of an indiscretion in relation to post-mortem examinations. 
All unpleasant feelings, therefore, which have originated from this 
source, will, we trust, with this explanation, at once have their quietus. 


Transylvania University.—Extras and super extras have been gradually 
accumulating some time, from Lexington, Ky., the seat of medical war- 
fare, explanatory of the cause which led to the expulsion of Dr. Charles 
Caldwell from the chair in which he had been long seated at that flourish- 
ing school of medicine. But owing either to our want of penetration, 
or to the obscurity of the gentlemen who have been thus elaborately ex- 
plaining what seems truly inexplicable, the faculty here are still in the 
dark touching this unpleasant affair. Instead of inuendoes, non-com- 
mittal remarks and half-suppressed facts, why not bravely state the whole 
case.in detail. If the doctor is undeniably an overbearing, despotic, au- 
thoritative professor, indomitable and unyielding, why it will be no worse 
to say it outright, than continually to insinuate unutterable things. 


 Arthritis.—A_ correspondent, a physician residing at the west, makes 
the following inquiry through this Journal. ‘‘ What is the best treatment 
for arthritis affecting the small articulations of elderly people, with bony 
depositions? If there is any cure, I should be leaned to know it. An 
article on this subject would be interesting.” The editor knows of no 
one who could give a more satisfactory answer to this question than Dr. 
James Jackson, of Boston. 


i 


Army Surgeons.—Surgeons T. G. Mower, H. S. Hawkins, and H. A. 
Stinnecke, composed the’medical board which assembled at New York, 
on Monday the 22d, for the purpose of examining candidates for admis- 
sion into the United States Army, in the capacity of assistant surgeons. 
The compensation is so extremely small, and the chance of promotion so 
very slow, depending not on merit, but on the operations of death in 
thinning the catalogue of seniors, that it seems impossible that any man 
of common sense and ordinary capacity for professional business, should 
seek a commission ih the service. 


Medical Statistics.—The first course of public lectures in the Vermont 
Academy of Medicine, was given in the year 1818. : 


In 1818 there were 24 students. | Number of graduates each year. 
1819 24 Year. Graduates. 
1820 44 1819-20 - - 2 
1821 16 1820-1 - - 6 
1822 85 1821-2 - - 13 
1823 126 1822-3 - - 17 
1824 124 1823-4 - - 34 
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In 1825 there were 124 students. | 1824-5 - - 44 
1826 103 1825-6 - - 36 
1827 110 1826-7 . - @ 
1828 109 1827-8 - - 26 
1829 101 1828-9 - - 25 
1830 81 1829 - - 25 
1831 62 1830 - - 17 
1832 75 1831 - - 19 
1833 93 1832 - - 19 
1834 - Iii 1833 - - 32 
1835 201 1834 - - 28 
1836 226 1835 - - AT 

— | 1836 - - 4 
1899 
460 


Total number of Honorary Graduates—56. 


Tobacco in Gout.—A correspondent, who thinks that the medicinal 
qualities of tobacco have not yet been sufficiently tested, recommends its 
employment “ for the relief and cure of gout, and neuralgic affections, 
for which it has,” he says, “‘ been tried in many places, and in America 
with decided success. I have known it to give,’’ he adds, “ relief in a 
most obstinate case. Its best form in gout is that of infusion, to be used 
for the legs as a pediluvium, or, for any other part, in the manner which 
is most agreeable to the patient, as a bath or fomentation.” —Lon, Lanc. 


Cure for Drunkenness.—A native of Norway, aged forty, who had 
from his youth been accustomed to dram-drinking, was attacked with de- 
lirium tremens. His medical attendant, to cure him of his dangerous 
propensity, prescribed the daily use of a mixture of two drachms of sul- 
phuric acid and twenty-four ounces of whiskey. The result was re- 
markable ; in three months’ time he got such a dislike to all kinds of 
spirituous liquors, that he could not bear to swallow a drop of anything 
stronger than beer. The dose of the above mixture taken was four 
wine-glasses daily, and the cure had been of a year’s standing at the 
time of the communication of the case.—Eyr. Tiende Bind. andet Hefte. 


Medical Miscellany.—Smallpox has appeared at Belfast, Me., and also 
at Columbus, Georgia, creating, as it always should, sufficient alarm to 
‘induce people to be vaccinated.—Ninety-five students attended the 
spring term, the present season, at the Vermont Academy of Medicine, 
at Castleton. Dr. Armsby, of the anatomical chair, has a happy faculty 
of exciting an interest in the study of anatomy and physiology.—-A quar- 
terly meeting of the Medical Association of this city, was held at Dr. 
Jackson’s, Summer street, on Friday evening last.—A manuscript of 
Pope Alexander VII. has recently been discovered at Rome, which de- 
tails the awful circumstances of an epidemic in 1476, so very fatal that 
two thousand persons died daily, at Naples, during its continuance;—it is 
supposed to have been the cholera.—Dr. R. W. Puckett, of Warren Co. 
Miss., is becoming distinguished in political life—The annual meeting 
of our State Medical Society takes place this day, at the Atheneum. 
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To Connespoxpents.—We have received the report of the proceedings of 
the Annual Convention of the Connecticut Medical Society, with the interesting 


address of Dr. Miner on resigning his seat as President.—A detailed account of 


a remarkable case of somnambulism in Gloucester is also received, and will 
robably be inserted in the Journal week after next.—The commnnications of 
rs. Comstock, Close, Fish, Bartlett, Dean, Toothaker, and Tuck, will be pub- 

lished as soon as space for them can be obtained.—Dr. Alexander’s, before allud- 
ed.to, will appear next week.—A_ notice of the medical department of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, as well as the favors of correspondents, intended for this 
number, has been excluded by the length of the Rhode Island Prize Essay, which 
it was desirable to finish this week, 


Diep,—In Leaksville, Rockingham Co. N. C., Dr. Geo. W. Jones, aged 47. 


Whole number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending May 27, 30. Males, 14—Females, 16. 
‘Consuyption, 6—old age, 2—hooping cough, 1—smallpox, 1—piicnitis, i—infautile, _—dropsy, 2 
—scarlatina, i—ulcerated tumor of the breast, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 1—tubercular consump. 
tion, |—chronic diarrhea, 1—hypertrophy, L—inflammation of the spinal marrow, 1—-typhus fever, 1 

—stillborn, 1. 


PROLAPSUS UTERI CURED BY EXTERNAL APPLICATION, 

DR. A. G. HULL’S UERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER is offered to those afflicted with Pr 

Oteri, and other diseases depending upon relaxation of the abdominal muscles, as an instrument in 
every way calculated for relief and permanent restoration to health.- When this instrument is cate- 
fully and proper'y fitted to the form of thepatient, it invariably affords the most iminediate immunity, 
fromthe distressing “* dragging and bearing down ”’ sensations which accompany nearlyall visceral dis- 
placements of the abdomen, and its skilful application is always followed by an early confession of 
radical relief from the patient herself. The Supporter is of simple construction, and can be applied by 
the patient without further aid. Within the last two years 700 of the Utero-Abdominal Supporters 
‘have been applied with the most happy results. 

The very great success which this instrument has met, warrants the assertion, that its examination 
by the Physician will induce him to discard the disgusting pessary hitherto in use. [tis gr ng to 
state, that it has met the-decided approbation of every member of the Medical Faculty who ap- 
plied it, as well as every patient who has worn it. 

The Subscribers having been appointed agents for the sale of the above instruments, all orders ad- 
dressed to them will be promptly attended to. Price, $10. 

Lowe & Rexp, Boston; Davin Portsmouth, N.H., JosHua Dourain, Portland, Me., 

Josern Batcu, Ja. Providence, R. 1.; Eowarps, Springfield, Mass. ; Wonpen 

Bridgeport, Conn. May 10—6m 


THEODORE METCALF—APOTHEUCARY, 
NO. 33 Tremont. street, ten doors north of the Tremont House, devotes his chief attention to com- 
pounding pres ions; and assures physicians that, in his establishment, no persons will be en- 
trusted — this duty, except those of skill and experience, and no articles used but those of the 
best quality. 
T. M. Keeps no quack medicines, but chooses to rely for support upon regular practitioners and their 


_ patients. He is permitted to refer to Drs. Jackson and Reynolds. 
May 3m 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL LIBRARY. 
THIS Library is edited by Prof. Dungtison, published in semi-monthly Nos. of 128 octavo pages 
each, making in a year 3323 pages—being nearly 200 pages more than any other Library published, 
and elegantly printed. 16 pages of the work are devoted to medical intelligence, and 112 pages toa 
republication of some work of standard character. The three first Nos. contain Wardrop on Blood- 

ing, 74 pages ; Wardrop’s Morbid Conditions of the Blood; Stekes’s Theory and Practice of 

edicine, 152 pages printed ; Brodie’s Nervous Affections, 74 pages; Itard on Deafness, 92 pages ; 
Formulary of New Medicines. Among the works imported for the Library are, Guy’s Hospita 
Reports, St. ‘'homas’s do,, Collins’s Treatise on Midwifery, Cormack on Creosote, Mayo’s Pathology, 
Reiborski’s Auscultation, Plumbe on the Skin, Cooper’s Surgery, Lathaim’s Clinical Medicine, 
Dewson’s Study of Medicine, Fletcher’s Physiology, Newnham’s Disorders of Literary Men, Cow- 
an’s Manual, Bright and Addison’s Physic, Macrolin’s Introduction, Hodgkin’s Lectures, Travers 
on Constitutional Irritation, &c. Price $10 per annum. 

‘* For the credit of our common country, for the great and manifest advantages to be derived from the 
laborious research and industry of Dr. Dunglison, we hope the Library and Intelligencer wil! live and 
go down to future times.— Boston Med. and Surg. Jour 


The Medical Profession are invited to examine the work at our Rooms, !21 Washington street. . 
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